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FOBEWQED 


The  Timely  F'ann  Topics  transcription  service  consists  of  a 
bi-weekly  platter  prepared  "by  the  USDA  for  use  in  county  agent, 
station  farm  and  other  local  radio  programs,      USDA  specialists 
supply  the  material  and  voice  the  scripts.      The  lengt|i  varies  mostly 
from  five  to  eight  minutes,  not  including  the  mimeographed 
introduction  and  follow-up. 

Each  side  of  the  record  contains  a  separate  broadcast  and 
is  complete  except  for  the  introduction  and  follow-up.     The  distribution 
and  use  is  operated  through  and  promoted  by  State  Extension  Services. 
The  purpose  of  the  TFT  service  is  to  distribute  through  radio,  national 
and  regional  agricultural  information  along  scientific  and  campaign 
lines  without  conflicting  with  State  information.     The  scripts  are 
fashioned  in  attractive  style  that's  easily  fitted  into  established 
programs.     TFT  supplements,  not  duplicates  other  USDA  and  State  Extension 
radio  services. 

A  survey  was  conducted  jointly  by  the  USDA  Eadio  Service  and 
Extension  ServSjcc  to  check  on  various  phases  of  the  use  of  TFT, 
mechanical  quality,  length,  need  for  homemakers'  information,  format, 
and  style  8f  presentation,  etc.;  and  to  determine  improvements  along 
these  lines  needed  to  make  it  a  more  usable  and  effective  service. 

Two  auite  similar  Questionnaires  v/ere  prepared.     One  for  stations 
and  one  for  county  agents.     The  "station"  questionnaire  was  sent  directly 
to  each  station  in  34  States  using  the  TFT  transcriptions  in  any  of 
various  ways.      The  "agent"  questionnaire  was  sent  directly  to  each 
county  agricultural  agent  in  24  States  concerned  with  local  use  of  the 
transcriptions  either  on  his  own  program  or  other  local  broadcast. 

The  following  report  presents  both  statistical  and  narrative 
results  of  the  questionnaires  returned.      The  answers  are  as  of  late 
spring  (l945) . 


*  *  ♦ 
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Section  A 

QUESTI0MAIB5S  SSl^T  OUT  AiW  BETUEjiSD 


SENT  TO 

MJI^iBEE 

:     ■  EETUBNSD  BY 

PERCEiTT  OF  THOSE  SSLTT 

STAT.IOHS  ,  ; 
in  34  States  : 

209 

:  STATIONS 

;      in  27  States 

:        94  : 

45 

AGBxTTS  : 
in  24  States  : 

184 

AGENTS 

in  18  States 

88  : 

47.5 

;  ,,.  TOTAL  : 

393  . 

TOTAL 

182  : 

.  46 

#  *  * 


Section  B 

STATISTICAL  SUMl-'IAHT  STATION  WJJESTIOMAIRT.S  KSTURImED 

No.  Sent  Out  ....  No.  He  turned  %  Returned 

209  iji  S4  States  '  94  from  27  States.-   .       ■  •.     / -45fo 


Location  jinc.  -.Nurob  e  r  ■  -o  f  S  tat  ions  r(.ev  o  r  t  i 
State  il^J^er  -  State   Number 


Delawurs  1 

Ivf-^ho  3 

In'?;:  -.inr.  3 

Grs->Te.:.a  1 

I  'jva  5 

Ka.n?a?  3 

Lo^loiana  2 
Mas^.'-^lragetts  1 

MichigaTL  .■  3 


State 


Minnesota  1 

Mississippi  5 

Nebraska  6 

Nevada     ^  1 

Nev/  Karap shire  1 

New  Jersey  2 

Nev/' York          '  14 

North  Carolina  3 

North  Dakota  '4 


Number 


Ohio  6 

Oregon  6 

•Pennsylvania  l 

Rhode  Island  1 

South  Dakota  4 
Verni.ont              "  4 

Washi.ngton  4 

West  Virgi;iia  7 

Wyoming  2 


-  2  - 


Al^rStTIRS  Tffl  QUESTIONS 

-  ^ 

In  the  following  the  left  figures  show  the  actual  number  of  stations;  and  the  right 
figures  shov  the  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  stations  answering  each  question. 

I.     USS  0?  T'i-,"SCRIPTIONS 

1.     The  transcriptions  are  not  primarily  designed  to  he  used  as  complete 
programs.    But  have  you  be^-n  using  them  as  (check  one): 


(a)     Complete,   separate  "sho'Ts" 

17 

18^3 

(b)    As  segments  of  a  program 

72 

llfo 

Both 

5 

If  you  check  (b),  do  you  use  them 

as  a  'part 

of  a  'r 

farm  program? 

(a)    Yes                   77  32f. 

(b)     No                       7  7-/, 

No  reply           10  11^ 

Are  the  transcriptions  used  on  pro 

grams  that 

are : 

(a)  Sponsored 

7 

(b)  Sustaining 

68 

(c)  Participating 

17 

iSfo 

(d)     Sponsored  and  sustaining 

1 

No  reply 

1 

Do  you  combine  the  transcriptions  rrith  localized  "live"  information  by 
(chock  one  or  more): 

(a)  Station  Farm  Program  Director    53  5^^ 

(b)  County  Agent  15  iH 

(c)  Other  local  authority  or  farmer  l6  15'^ 

(d)  No  live  information  8  8^ 

No  reply  ik  13^  * 


5.     If  you  combine  '.vith  live  follon-up,  is  this  done: 


(a)  Occasionally 

(b)  Regularly 

(c)  No  live  follow-up 
No  reply 


3S 
29 
10 
17 


6.    Time  of  day  you  use  the  transcriptions: 

(a)    Early  morning  (5:30"'8:00  a.m.)  U6 

(Is)     Noon  35 

(c)  Other  time  (specify)  11 

(d)  Early  morning  and  noon  1 
No  reply  1 


llfo 

isi 


12% 
li 
li 


II.  KiECHAITICAL  QUALITY 


1«    Uniformly  good  80 

2,     Some  are  inferior  because  of  (check  which) 


Surface  noise 
Shallow  Cut 

Weak  Side  walls  causing  needle 
to  jump 

Other 

III.FOElvlAT  AITO  STYLE  OJ  PEESEI^aT  I  ON 


10 

lOfo 

1 

2 

2^ 

8 

8^ 

1.  Each  transcription  has  opened  "cold",  ^^o  have  included  scripts  with  each 
transcription  and  have  written  .suggested  live  opening.  Please  give  a  yes 
or  n6  ansxver  to  these  questions: 


(a)     Is  this  satisfactory 

Yes  ■ 
No 

No  reply 


6u: 

3. 

27. 


SSfo 
29fo 


(h)    TTould  you  rather  have  transcrihed- opening 

:  30^ 
kOfo 


Yes 
No 

No  reply 


28. 

28 

38 


(c)    Does  it  help  for  the  State  Extension  Editorial  Office  to  rewrite 
and  localize  the  opening  that  is  written  in  T^a'shington? 


Yes  32 

No  17 

No  reply  Ul 

Already  localized  hy  Editorial  ^ 
Office 


iS/o 


2.    Eormat  and  style  of  presentation  have  varied,    ''e'd  like  to  know  which 
kind  you  like  hest. 


1st  : 
Choice  J 

2nd  :  3rd  : 
Choice  'Choice-  : 

kth'  ; 
Choice-' ; 

Undesirable ; 

■  No 
Reply 

Two-way  discussion 

22        :  7 

1 

'  18  f4 
IJ 

Tv;o-way  discussion  with  dramatic 
segments  and  music 

3ij^ 

28 

■  15fo:  19fo 
.  lU  :17 

3 

Ibfo 

15 

•  16-^ 
15 

Documentary  (narrator  plus 
dramatic  segments) 

Mo 

'  5 

:  IJfo'.  2^fo 
:  16  :2U 

Ufa 

10 

15^ 

■  lU 

:  23^ 
:23 

Straight  talk  hy  administrator 
or  specialist 

:  16 

:  16^0:  lOfo 
:  15       :  9 

:  29fa 
:  26 

:  12f. 
:  11 

:  16/c 
:15 

2  say  that  any  type  is  all  right  —  they  havo  no  preference. 


-  u  - 


IV.  l:;iigth  of  tk;.i7f;chi?tioh 


1.    TrnnHcriptions  have  "b-.  ^n  of  varying  length.'    Should,  vre. '-stick  to  one. 

stand-^rd  l3ngth  of  program? 


Yes  52 
No  30 
No  reply  12 


32fa 


Please  m.te  the  length  you  havo  found  nost  useful 


1 

1st  . 

Choice : 

2nd  : 
Choice : 

•3rd  ■  : 
Choice : 

hth  ; 
Choice : 

5th  : 
Choice : 

6th  : 
Choice : 

• 

Undesirable ; 

Reply 

5  minutes 

n. 

6  : 

lOf. 

9 

k 

3^: 

3 

■  3^ 
3  : 

■  ki 

k 

lU^ 

13 

6  minutes 

8.  : 

26  : 

6  : 

7?i 

6 

■  5^: 
5  : 

15 

29^ 

27 

7  minutes 

15^0; 

ik 

lO^i: 

9 

la^.. 

17 

7 

l^i 

1 

'2-yio  ' 

21 

26/. 

2U 

8  minutes 

11 76 

10 

-J  ^ 

1 

15p 

1)+ 

3 

1^: 

1 

32^  • 

30  : 

25^ 

23 

10  minutes 

I3f' 

12 

I2fi' 

11 

'  7f^ 
7 

:  3 

llfo 

:10 

:  301^ 
•  28 

2Uf. 

.22 

Over  10  hut 
less  than  I5 

:  6 

:  24 
:  2 

:  7^ 
:  b 

:  3 

r  iT 

:  1 

:  5 

:  U6^;b 
:  U3 

r  29?^ 
:27 

l.cnn  u-^-e  r^ny  length  hetne-^n  5 . -ii'^'i  10  minutes 

2.     Note  that  all  the  ahove  suggested  lengths  are  less  than  o  full  15-minute 
program.    Tould  you  ho  interested  in  receiving  regularly  a  13-minute 
program  (com.plete  transcribed  show)  in  dramatic  style  covering  various 
phases  of  scientific  agricultural  results  and  progress? 


Yes 
No 

No  roply 


U5 
1+5 


V.     H0i.£iViAi;::.RS'  IrJFOE'iiTION 


So  far,,  all  trmscriptiohs  have  "been  on  farm  subjects.'   Assuming  programs 
would  be  in  line  vrith  your  preferences  as  expressed  in  Sections  II,  III, 
and  IV,  would  you  like  tp  receive  and  u^-e  similar  transcriptions  covering 
information  for  homemakers? 


Yes 
No 

No  reply 


65 
21 

S 


69?b 
22^ 

9f^ 


i|C  >)<  * 
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II.  KiECEANICAL  QUALITY 
1,    Uniformly  good 


Surface  noise 
Shallow  Cut 

Feaic  Side  walls  causing  needle 
to  jump 

Other 

III.rOBlvlAT  Aim  STYLE  OF  PBESEI^aTION 

1,  Each  transcription  has  opened  "-cold".  :  ''^e  hav-e  included  scripts  with  each 
transcription  and  have  written  ^suggested  live  opening.  Please  give  a  yes 
or  no  answer  to  these  questions: 


SO 

1  y  p 

which) : 

10 

10  fo 

1 

H 

2 

g 

(a)     Is  this  satisfactory 

Yes  - 
'    :    No      '  ^ 
No  reply 


3 
27 


ZSfa 


(h)    TTould  you  rather  have  transcribed  oponipg 


Yes  ' 
No 

No  reply 


2S 
26 
3S 


:  30/0 

Uo^ 


(c)    Does  it  help  for  the  State  Extension  Editorial  Office  to  rewrite 
and  localize  the  opening  that  is  written  in  'H'ashington?  ■ 


Yes  32 
No  -  17 

No  reply  hi 
Already  localized  "by  Editorial  h 
Office 


3U 
■iSfo 
kkfo 


2,    Pormat  and  style  of  presentation  have  varied,    "e'd  like  to  know  which 
kind  you  like  "best. 


1st  :  2nd  :  3rd  •:  4th  : 
Choice  : Choice  : Choice  : Choice  : 

Undesara"ble : 

No 
Reply 

Two-way  discussion 

h<^^o'.        2hfo:          Sfo:  1% 
^5        :  22        :  7  ■       :  a 

IS  fa 

Two-way  discussion  with  dramatic 
segments  and  music 

31?S:  15/0:  19%:  3fo 
•28        :  lU        :17         :  3 

Ibfo 

15 

•  iGi 
15  . 

DocTimentary  (narrator  plus 
dramatic  segments) 

6fi:  IJfa:  26^6:  llf. 
:    5       :  16       :2U         :  10 

■15^ 

lU 

:  23^ 
:23 

Straight  talk  "by  administrator 
or  specialist 

:  17f6:  16^0:  lOfo:  29/0 
:  16       :  15       :  9         :  26 

:  12^ 
:  11 

:  16/a 
:15 

2  say  that  any  type  is  all  right  —  they  have  no  preference. 


-  U  - 


IV.  LlillGTR  OF  ?k;.:T?:criptioit 

1.     Tmnscriptions  have  h-i -n  of  varying  length.     Should  W3  stick  to  one 
stand-rd  length  of  program?:  •  ■      '  ' 


Yas  52 
No  30 
Ho  reply  12 


32f. 
13^ 


Please  rate  the  length  you  havo  found  uost  useful 


1st  . 
Choice ' 

2nd  : 
'Choice : 

3rd  : 
Choice-: 

Uth  :     5th  ; 
Choi'ce:  Choice: 

6th 
Choice 

Undosirahle : 

Reply 

5  minutes 

■  li'. 

6  : 

lOfa. 

9  : 

3^ 

U    •    :  3 

■  3^ 
3 

k 

■  ■ 

13 

6  minutes 

8  : 

28f6: 
26  : 

6  : 

7}i:  5%: 
6       :  5  : 

:  16^0 
15 

29^ 

27 

7  minutes 

lU 

lOfi; 

9 

13^: 

17 

 Y?". 

7/0! 

7 

7^:  1^1 
7       :  1 

23%  : 

:  21 

26^ 

2U 

8  minutes 

11  fo: 

10 

^: 

5 

157i:  37b 
lU       :  3 

1 

32^  • 

30 

25f^ 

23 

10  minutes 

13^^ 

12 

I2fr 

11 

'  7^ 
7 

37.:  llfi 
:  3-  :10 

30?^ 

:  -       ■:  28 

2Z 

Over  10  hut 
less  than  15 

nil 

:  b 

:  2 

:  ,  7}^ 
:  6 

:       3^^:  1^ 
:  3        :  1 

:  5       :  ^3 

:  29^ 
:27 

1  can  u^-e  nny  length  het've-^n  5  -'^^-^cL  10  minutes 

2.     Note  that  all  the  ahove  suggested  lengths  are  less  than  r  full  15-minuts 
program.    Tould  you  ha  interested  in  receiving  regularly  a  13-mlnute 
program  (com.plete  transcribed  shofr)  in  dr^-matic  style  covering  various 
phases  of  scientific  agricultural  results  and  progress? 


■Yes 
No 

No  reply 


U5 
115 


)+84 


?.     mvi'MKx-:.  .RS '   I  ig05i'.  iiT  I  OH  '         •  -  _    '  . 

So  far,  all  transcriptions  have  "been  on  f arm  suhj'3cts.     Assuming  programs 
TTOuld  be  in  line  v'ith  your  preferences  as  expressed  in  Sections  II,  III, 
•  and-IV,  '70Uld  you  like  to  recoi^'-e  an.d  '^-f^  similar  transcrir^tions  covering 
information  for  homemakers? 


Yes 
No 

No  reply 


65 
21 
8 


9^0 

22fi 

9f^ 


)(e         *  * 
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Section  C 

SlATISTICikL  SUMMARY  COUNTY  aWT  Q][J5STIQMAIBBS  BETUREED 


Mo.  Sent  Out 
184  in  24  States 


Ho  Returned 
i8  from  18  States 


%  Returned 


47^^ 


State 

Nu]n"ber  . 

State 

Number 

_  AlalDama 

4 

Minnesota 

9 

California 

.  6 

New  MexicO' 

.5 

Georgia 

■  5 

Montana 

•  € 

Idah8 

1 

Ohio 

2: 

Illinoi  s 

3 

Oregon 

7 

Indi  ana 

7 

South  Carolina 

4 

Maine 

V  5 

Texas-  ,.  . 

7 

Maryland 

2 

Washington 

.  3  • 

Massachusetts 

2 

Wisconsin 

10 

MSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS  '        ' '  '      "  " 

In  the  following:       the  left  figures  'show  the  actual  numher  of  county  iagent s 
and  the  right  figures  show  the  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  agents 
answering  each  question. 

I.     USE  OF  TRANSCRIPTIONS: 

The  transcriptions  ar€>  sent  to  you' primarily  for  use  as  a  segment -in  a 
program  which  you  present  or  help  to  arrange  on  a  local  station.  ■.-  ; 


1,  Do  you  use  them  as  (check  one): 

(a)     Complete,  separate  programs 
(h)    Ag  segments  in  a  program 
Both 

2.  Is  the  program: 


17 

66 
6 


70^ 
10^^ 


(a)  Operated  "by  the  Extension  Service 

(b)  By  the  Radio  Station 
Both 

No  reply 


52 
33 
2 
1 


59  f 
Z8.fo 
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3.  If  it  is  station  program,  is  it; 

(a)  Sponsored  in  full        one  or  more  firms        7  8^ 

(Td)  Sustaining                                                     35  40^ 

(c)  Participating                                                 10  12% 

No  reply                                                        36  40^. 

4.  Do  y^u  combine  the  transcriptions  with  loci.lized  information 
prepared  by: 


(a) 

Yourself 

66 

51% 

(b) 

local  representatives  of 

17 

13fo 

USDa  agencies 

(c) 

J'avm  Leaders 

18 

(d) 

Others 

15 

11$ 

(e) 

l(Jo  localization 

11 

9^ 

i^o  reply 

4 

5.  If  localized  information  is  combined  with  the  transcriptions,  is  it 
broadcast: 

(a)  By  station  representative       24  31^ 

(b)  By  you  54  69fa 

6.  If  you  use  this  live  follow-up,  do  you  do  it: 

(a)  Reg-alarly  26  34f^ 

(b)  Occasionally  32  435^ 
m  reply  17  23fo 

7.  Tim€  of  day  you  use  the  transcriptions: 

(a)  Barly  morning  (5:30-8:00  a.m)  35  38^ 

(b)  Hoon  36  39f^ 

(c)  Other  time  19  20^ 
ImO  reply  2  3fo 


II.    MBQMIC^  QyJ4X.ITY 

1.  Uniformly  good  74 

2.  Some  are  inferior  because  of: 

Surface  noise  6  7^ 

Ivo  reply  8  9^ 


-  V  - 

III.    lOmiAT  MB  STYLE  OF  PRBSE2:iT.aTI0N 

Each  transcription  has  opened  "cold."  We  have  included  scripts  with  each 
transcription  and  have  written  suggested  li^te  opening.  Please  give  a  yes 
or  no  answer  to  these  questions; 

Is  this  satisfactory: 

Yes  63  72% 

ITo  6  7^ 

No  reply  19  2lfo 

Would  you  rather  have  transcribed  opening:  ' 

Yes  20  20fo 

No  24'  Z0% 

Ho  reply  44  50^ 

Does  it  help  for  the 'State  Sxtensi-i-n  Editorial  Office  to  rewrite 
and  localize  the  opening  that  is  v/ritten  in  Washington: 

Yes  32  37/o 

No  ,7  8^  . 

No  reply  49  55^ 


Format  and  style  of  presentation  have  varied.  V/e' d  like  to  know  which  kind 
you  like  "best. 


1st 
Choice 

2nd 
Choice 

3rd 
Choice 

4th  . 

Ch.'^ice  . 

iTn-. 
desirable 

,  No 
-  Beply 

Two-way  discussion 

40 

19 

6 

4 

2^i 

2 

20/^ 

17 

Iwo-v/ay  discussion  with 
dramatic  segments  and 
music 

29fo 

26 

18fo 

16 

17^ 

15 

7 

5 

22^ 

:19 

Documentary  (narrator 
plus  dramatic  segments) 

4^ 

.  3 

8fo 

7 

29fo 

26 

25^^ 

22 

9fo 

8 

25^0 

22 

Straight  talk  by 
administrat'^r  or 
specialist. 

22^ 

16 

22fo 

19 

15fo 

'13 

19fo  . 
17         ■  ^ 

2^ 

2 

24% 

21 

1 

(b) 
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IV.     mtSTH  OF  TSAl^iSGRIFTIOH  '  .  • 

Transcriptions  have  "been  varying  length.  Should  we  stick  to  one  standard 
length  of  program? 

Yes  45  51% 

No  38  43% 

No  reply  5  6% 

Please  rate  the  length  you  have  found  most  useful 


1st 
Choice 

2nd    :     3rd  : 
Choice:  Choice. 

4th  ;  5th  . 
Choice;  Choice: 

6th  1 
Choice 

Un-  : 

desirable. 

liO 

Reply 

5  minutes  i 

44^, 

40 

5%:  7% 
4         :  6 

;  7%:  7% 
6         :  6 

!  4% 
3 

6% 

5 

:  205^ 
.18 

6  minutes  ! 

12% 

11 

29%:  6% 
.35          :  5 

IQ^:  6% 
9         :  5 

2% 

2 

:  25^ 
.21 

7  minute  s 

16% 

14 

8%oi  36% 
7  :32 

B%'..  1% 
7         :  1 

t  1% 
1 

1  6% 
5 

24^ 

21 

8  minutes  , 

6% 

5 

10^;  12^, 
,9         :ll  J 

.  ,     25%'.  6%' 
22         :  5 

2%, 
1  . 

12^. 

10 

27% 

25 

10  minutes 

14^ 

12 

;       10%i  2% 
9         :  2  ! 

25f^ 

7  :22 

1% 

1 

16^. 

14 

24% 

21 

Over  10  but 
less  than  15  ; 

12% 
11  : 

,          f)%i  2%', 
5         :  2  ! 

4%:  2%. 
3         :  2  I 

21% 

18 

25%o\  2Q% 
22     '  :25 

Note  that  all  the  above  suggest-^d  lengths  are  less  than  a  full  15-minute 
program,        Would  you  be  interested  in- receiving  regularly  a  ISs-minute program 
(complete  transcribed  show)  in  do cumentary , style  covering  various  phases 
of  scientific  agricultural  results  and  progress? 

Yes 
No 

No  r$ply 
V.     HOl'-iB^IiAERS '   I i'.:7'0ia'LH TI ON 

■      ■  .  ■  a 

So  far,  all '.transcriptions  have  .been  on  farm  subjects.      Assuming  programs 
would  be  in  line  with  your  preferences  as  expressed  in  Sactions  II,  III,  and 
IV,  would  yo'i  like  to  receive  and  use  similar  transcriptions  covering 
information  for  homemakers? 

Yes  56  64% 

No  22  25% 

No  reply  10  ll%o 


42        ■  48^3 
40  45% 
6  7% 


«  « 
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SECTIOl^  D 


COERELA^ED'HAlffiATIVE  HiaHLIGHTS 


Of  Agents  Bpp.ortlng 


Of  Stations  Reporting 


A  large  majority  •f  Tso.th  agents  sjid  •stations' r^^ort,  Aising,  TFT  as  ^segments 
of  programs.  ■  ■        ;  "   .  ; 


Almost  3/5ths  use  TFT  as  . 
part  of  Extension  progrF»ms; 
anrf  almost  2/5tlis  as  part  '[ 
of  station  programs 

kO%  use  them  on  sustaining 
programs;  Uo^^  gave  no  reply, 


51/^  comtine  with  Ipcalized 
information  prepared  "by 
themselves.    A  few  comtine 
with  information  prepared 
"by  various  others.  Also 
a  few  offer  no  localization. 


Of  those  using  localized 
follow-up:    69^  "broadcast 
it  themselves  and  31^  have         ■  - 
station  announcer  do  it;  and 
a  large  majority  use  it 
occasionally  or  regularly. 

38^  use  the  TET  in  early  morning. 
39'A  use  the  TET  at  noon. 
20%  at  other  hours. 


Large  majority  use  TET 
as  part  of  regularly- 
scheduled,  farm  progrartSi 


■A  large  majority  use      '  ■ 
them  on  sustaining,  with 
some  on  participating  programs. 

50%  comhine  "with  localized 
live  information  "by  station 
farm  director;  29%  comhine 
with  Information  "by  agent 
or  other  local  authority 
or  farmer.    Also,  a  smaller 
number  offer  no  localization, 

Jlfo  combine  with  live 
follow-up  regularly  or 
occasionally. 


1+9^  use  the  TET  in  early  morning, 
37^  use  the  TET  at  noon. 
A  small      at  other  hours.' 


Of  Agents  Reporting 
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■  Of  Stations  Reporting 


Mechanical  quality  is  reported  good  by  both  groups.     Surface  noise  is 
reported  by  some, 

A  very  large  majority  of  both  groups  indicate  the  "cold"  opening  with 
opportunity  to  give  local  "live"  opening  announcement  to  be  satisfactory. 
Only  a  small  percentage  indicate  this  system  to  be  unsatisf-actory. 

However,  the  "yes  and  no"  opinion  is  more  equally  divided  in  each  group  on 
whether  they  prefer  a  transcribed  introduction.    Even  so,  the  "no  reply" 
group  is  extremely  high  {Uhfo  of  the  stations  and  507'^  of  the  agents).  Con- 
sidering the  actual  number  of  answers  and  "no  replies,"  it  would  seem  that 
the  recorded  opening  is  not  desired. 

In  the  next  question,  about  a  third  of  each  group  indicate  th^it  it  helps  to 
have  the  State  Extension  Editorial  office  rewire  and  localize  the  opening. 
However,  the  "no  reply"  group  is  extremely  high  (55/'^  of  agents  and  Uhfo  of 
stations).     This  is  probably  due  to  a  lack  of  experience  with  localizing  by. 
State  office, 

* 

Considering  style  and  forma.t  of  presentation,  both  agents  and  stations 
showed  the  fwllovring  "first  choice  ranking": 

Two-way  dipcussiun 

Two-way  discussion  with  dramatic 

segments  and  music 
Straight  talk 

Documentary  (narrator  plus  dramr'tic  segments) 

The  'tv^o— way  discussion  was  given  the  highest  rating  by  a  large  margin. 
It's  interesting  to  note  that  a  straight  talk  ranked  no  higher  than  third 
place,  •  • 

Although  a  majority  of  both  agents  and  strtions  think  we  should  stick  to 
one  length  for  all  TET,  a  goodly  percentage  think  we  should  not.  Without 
a  doubt,  five  minutes  is  the  length  found  most  useful,   seven  minutes  being 
second  choice.     However,  opinion  was  not  requested  for  programs  less  than 
5  minutes  in  length. 

The  "y^s  and  no"  opinion  of  both  agents  and  stations  is  equally  divided  on 
whether  they  would  like  to  receive  regularly  a  13-minute  complete  transcribed 
agricultural  show  in  dramatic  s.tyle. 

In  the  one  question  devoted  to  homemakers'  information,  a  goodly  majority 
say  they  would  like  to  receive  transcriptions  covering  information  for 
homemakers.      But  about  25^  of  each  group  do  not  wish  it. 


*  *  * 


SECTION  B   .  ... . 

BEPFJISENTATIV:::  COMI^iENTS  FROM  STATIONS  "aImD  AG-EI^'TS 

"Q,uestion  and  answer  — .tv.o-way  — ■-  conversational  scripts  are  the  vind 
we  want.    Most  of  our  programs  have  to  "be  one-way  from  necessity," 

"Should  "be  localized.    Many  transcriptions  carry  information  not  locallj'- 
adaptalDle." 

"Present  system  .of  varying  length  and-  style  and  format  depending  on 
subject  seems. wise  to  me,  "  We  can  use. all  forms  of  presentation.    Keep  under 
10  minutes." 

"Try  to  hide  fact  that  performers . are  reading  script." 

"There  has  heen  a  tendency  to  overdramatize  at  the  expense  of 
directness, "  .  ' 

"Some  attempts  at  humor  have  "been  weak  and  tpo  tim-e  consuming." 

"It's  got  to  "be  local,    Dire.ct  it  to  the  ■regiOh<s)vrher.e  it  applies  a.nd 
send  it  only  to  that  region! s),"         ,      •  :        ,  ' 

"lit  the  style  to  the  story  —  not  the  story  to  the  style." 

"Where  possihle,  have  Du^iars  and  ^'ioore  bring  in  a  specialist  or 
researcher."  -  . 

"Extremely  difficiolt  for  a  stranger  to  get  by  with  a  straight  talk." 

"The  dialogue  method  seems  to  bring  out  the  points  mbre  clearly^  It's 
morn  interesting  to  the  genera.1  public." 

"Sometimes  the  tvro-way  discussions  contain  a.  touch  of  corn  that 
spoils  them  for  my  use.     1  like  straight  forward  tvro-way  informal  discussion 
—  ad  lib  if  possible.    Drama  is  okay  for  soap  ope ra:s,  but'  hot  for  farm 
information. _    Straight  humor  is  okay,    i^o  puns  or  corn,  please," 

"Thfljik  you  for  sending  good  material." 

"Bringiing  information  as  a  personal  message  in  crisp  style  at  the 
earliest.. possible  time  is  the  primary  object  of  radio." 

"Limit  to  about  five  minutes." 

"Believe  straight  talk  or  roundtable  discussion  is  more  effective," 
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"w'e  can  use  only  the  shorter  programs,  hence  the  more  ela"borately 
staged  prograjnp  are  not  useful." 

"Narration  pnd  dramatic  segments  h^ive  so  far  "been  forced." 

"Keep  'em  sincere,  simple,  straight  forward,  "brief," 

"Leave  out  music  unless  essential  to  information  or  plot  of  story 
"because  our  farm  programs  are  put  on  at  hours  th-^t  could  "be  sold  to  commercial 
users," 

"The  station  people  and  county  agents  pre  "busy.     We  prefer  complete 
programs  v/ith  only  the  introduction  and  closing  to  "bo  given  "by  the  local  ^ 
announcer,     I'd  do  13  minute  transcriptions."  ' 

"I  like  the  two-way  discussion,  "but  with  less  interruption  of  the  i 
speaker  giving  the  information," 

"Use  same  subject  on  "both  sides  of  the  record," 

"Any  vrays  of  presenting  ma.terial  "but  with  muric." 

"I  use  the  scripts  first  to  develop  programs  of  ray  ovrn,  then  a  few 
weeks  later  use  the  transcriptions  as  a  f oll«w-Up. " 

"Mostly  I  like  the  five  minute  program  "but  x^relcome  an  occasional  13 
minute  record." 

"Cut  long  transcriptions  on  two  separate  discs  or  one  "big  one.  Don't 
make  us  turn  the  disc  in  the  middle  of  a  program." 

"I  prefer  scripts  done  "by  speci-^li sts  rather  thnn  "by  peoiole  from 
Pu"blic  Service  Office." 

"V/e  have  difficulty  programjning  these  transcriptions  "because  of  the 
irregular  timing.    We've  used  fewer  of  them  "because  of  th^^t." 

"We  like  the  platters  that  contain  specific  information  on  some  topic 
that  we  don't  have  available.     Some  of  the  records  have  "been  a  little  too  ^ 
general." 

"All  of  the  topics  should  have  a  direct  affect  on  agriculture." 
"More  on  U-H  Clu"bs  and  Victory  Ga.rdens,  Poultry,  Farm  Safety,  etc." 


II 


-  13  - 


"Reconnendetions  do  not  always  f'-e^rre  with  local  ide?^R.    When  giving 
this  kind  of  infornation,  jovl  must  "be  more  general," 

"I  think  the  folk^  in  Washington  feve  done  a'grept  job  on  these  TJT. 
But  too  many  have  cone  in  l^te»" 

"Please,  can  vre  have  them  come  in  at  regular  intervals," 

"Host  of  then  are  too  general," 

"I'm  all  for  straight 'talks  of  not  more  than  foirr  minutes  if  the  m.en 
can  handle  copy  adequately,  "but  most  of  them,  cannot.     Some  day  vre 're  going  to 
wake  up  to  the  realization  that  it's  tetter  for  a  good  mike  man  to  handle 
specialists'  copy  than; for  the. guy  who  knows  the  suhject  to  murder  it." 

"I  think  we  should  select  .some  cf  the  farm  leaders  for  "broadcasts." 

"Our  need  is  for  fresh  material  that  Ve  don't  already  have.    The  Depart- 
ment must  hf-ve  plenty  of  .  that." 

"We're  getting  more  transcriptions  than  we  can,  effectively  use. " 

"My  own  situation  Is'  such  that  I  can  use  either- farm  or  home  information" 

"I  a'lvrays  re  "boil  the  .opening. " 

"I  wsjit  opening  to  "be  recorded." 

"I  do  not  feel  that  anyone  will  use  the  records  successfully  unless 
he  has  enough  interest  to  rewrite  his  own  openings-  and  closings.     This  is 
the  least  we  c^:'n  do  for  the  fine  service,"-    -  ■ 
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SECTION  E 


COIvTCLUSIONe;  AI^C  BSCOMMElvnD.-.TIOUS 

Note:    The  follo^Ting  conclusions  nnd  .recommend^itions  "by 
Kenneth  Gapen  are  "based  (a)  partly  on  the 
(questionnaires,   (b)  partly  on  field  conversations 

vrith  agents  and  station  people  using  the  trans- 
criptions, and  (c)  slightly  on  observations  "both 
in  the  field  and  in  'Tashington, 

OeNCLUSIONS 

The  TFT  transcription  service  is  an  extrenely  irnport^^nt  project  of  the  Department. 

It  offers  -an  effective  means  of  direct  pajrticipation  from  "Washington  -in  local  farm 
"broadcast  s. 

It  gives  the  local  farn  director  or  county  agent  an  excellent  and  int)ortant  opportmv 
ity  to  "tie-in  local  f o11o^«t-ixos  and  aT3pl i cat i$n s  :-of  the  speakecs'  inf ofma;ticn. 

It  offers  the  opportiinity  to  regionalize  discussions  hy  USDA  officials.  For 
exaj-iple  —  the  talk  "by  Ed  Dodd  to  -srheat  growers  on  the  urgent  need  for  immediate 
preparation  for  more  farm  and  community  storage  facilities  —  and  the  talks  "by 
Gus  Giesler  on  the  urgent  need  for  more  sugar  "beots.     These  rrere  sent  only  to 
lorge  "rheat  producing  areas  in  the  first  case  and  only  to  sugar  "beet  areas  in  the 
second. 

It's  likely  that  the  mechanics  of  distri'buting  the  platters  through  Stete  Extension 
can  "be  tightened  up  and  improved  ...  to  increase  the  num'ber  of  stations  releasing 
the  platters  .   .   .  and  to  ':7ork  out  ^/ith  st^.tions  more  advantageous  hours  for  their 
release.     In  some  areas,  the  county  agents  do  not  see  the  value  of  these  platters. 
OtherSgo  a  long  T7ay  in  fitting  them  into  local  conditions,  etc. 

It's  likely  that  a  more  cnrcful  selection  of  topics  for  "both  national  ^^nd  regional 
use  Trill  increase  the  local  interest  in  the  platter  service.     aIso,  every  '-/orthy 
appearing  topic  should  "be  screened  so  that  nothing  of  possi'ble  interest  is  misled. 

The  mechanics  of  handling  and  distri"buting  at  the  "ashingi"on  end  must  not  be  allor/ed 
to  overshado\"r  the  most  important  jobs  of  selecting  good  topics,  preparing  them  in 
appealing  style  with  at  least  some  application,  and  getting  them  out  for  local  re- 
lease while  the  subject  is  either  "hot"  or  seasonal. 

T^e  probably  should  continue  to  hnve  the  records  open  "cold"  ^'ith  the  introductions 
given  "live"  locally.     If  the  State  Extension  Service  or  the  county  agent  does  a 
fair  job  of  dressing  up  an  introduction  in  line  with  local  interest  in  the  topic, 
listeners  will  be  more  interested  in  staying  tuned  in. 

Frequently  the  field  users  of  TFT  ciry  "the  transcriptions  need  more  localization". 
Actually,  the  TFT  are  no  more  general  th-^n  parts  of  some  of  their  own  IocrI  pro- 
grams.    Some  users  completely  miss  the  point  of  the  TFT  service. 
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Evcnso   

Probntly  mora  should  bo.  done,  to  pronoto . thc;use -of:  local  iiif o'rmtibn  a^  a^fol low- 
up  to  the  transcriptions  when  broa4cast  ,  •  HoweveT, .  con'Sidcring  the  riany  dif  f  ere 
methods  of  handling  TFT  in  the  various  States,  it  is  surprising  to  note  that  such 
a  goodly  pcrcentagG  of  the.  records-are.giTen' localization  of  one  kind  or  another. 
It  is  doubtful  T?7hether  much  more  localization  will  result  Unless  it  is  done  or 
promoted  by  ^thes  ,. State  .Extension  Editpr-.    ■■So  . many' agent  s  ^'doh'' t  have'  tine"-.  ■ 
Perhaps  more  personal  contact-  between  Extension  editors  and  agents^ and  program 
directors  .would  in  many  ways  serve  to  improve,  ^and  increase  the  use  of  the  service.. 


It's  obvious  that  the  two-voice  conversation  or  lively  interview  or  discussion 
works  best  for  including  in  most  local  programs  where  TFT  are  used.     This  is 
because'(ll)  good,  conversation  is  hard  to  beat  in  .holding,  listener  interest, 'and 
(b)  so  many  local  programs  are  done  by  one  voice.    Therefore,  our  transcriptions 
in  two-voice  style  add  variety  and, -change  of  pace  to  the  local  programs. '  One-inan 
talk  style  seems  to  fit  in  only  when  scripts  are  no  more  than  four  'minute g^' in 
length.  .  .  .five  at  the  very  most. 

However,  this  need  not  prevent  USDA  from  adding  some  dramatic  style  occasionally. 
But  if  dramatic  style  is  used,  there  may  be  difficulty  in  fitting  it  into  the 
usual  local  program  along  with  other  items.    Therefore,  there  may  be  some  value 
in  using  such  dramatic  styles  as  flashbacks,  montage,  etc.,  in  the  longer 
(complete  program)  transcriptions..  ., ;.  .  .those  taking  13  minutes. 

It  seems  that  the  question  of-  style  has  been  settled  more  oh  the  basis  of 
expediency  than  on  the  basis  of  the  topic.,,  its  logical  length'  and  development, 
and  the  wishes  and  needs  of  the  people  using  the  transcriptions.    This  survey 
offers  the  first  general  judgment  of  the  people  who  actually  use  the  TFT  tn 
style  and  length.  ,  .'.,..: 

That  opinion  is  considerably  divided  on  whether  all  TFT  should  b^-  of  gne  standard 
length,  indicates  little  value  in  our  struggling  to  pad  out-  one  script,  or  cut 
another,  to  do  it.    However,  there  appears  to  be  some  value  in  trying  to  keep 

the  records  to  an  eve^  minute           say,-  to-  an  even- five  or.  s even  minutes,  as 

these  seen  to  be  the  popular  lengths.  ^ 

Although  the  questionnaire  gave  no  space.  t,o  show  preference  for  a  shorter  than 
five  minute  record,  there  is  a  definite  opinion  ai.iong  some  TFT  users  and  the  AAACE 
Advisory  Committee  that  campaign  type  material  and  one-nan  talks  should  be  held 
to  no  more  than  four  minutes.    There  is  a  less  extensive  but  still  definite 
opinion  that  research  and  other  subject  matter  platters  might  well  be' expanded 
to  seven  or  even  13  minutes.    The  Advisory  Committee-,  thinks  the  Scientific 
series  should  be  I3  minutes  and  planned  so  that  it  can  be  used  as  "time  copy" 
for  either  sustaining  or  commercial  use. 

TThy  try  to' make  talks  come  out  on  an  even  minute?    This  is  simply  to  help  the 
local  broadcasters  figure  their  timing  when  fitting  a  TFT  into  a  quarter  or 
half  hour  prograr.i.    However,  as  "even  minute^  timing"  is  difficult  for  us,  it 
seens  best  to  have  a  record  be  a  few  seconds  (lO  or  I5)  short  of  an  even  . 
minute",       rather  than  19  or  37  seconds  over  an  even  minul/O. 
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Agents -and  station  people  suggest  that  style,  fornat  and  length  should  depend 
on  what's  "best  for  telling -the  particular  story.    Alsoo  they  connent  that  some 
of  the  humor  is  struggled  for.     "No  corn  please." 

Esta'blishing  a  honemafeers'   information  record  service  similar  to  the  TFT  seems 
favored.    But  there  is  not  enough  information  on  hovr  and  when  it  will  "be  used 
and  who  will  use  it,  to  start  an  effective  service.    More  facts  are  needed  cn 
the  Ijind  of  information  agents  and  stations  want.    However,  the  available  facts 
indicate  that  occasional  platters  on  research  information  for  homemakers  might 
well  "be  included; from  time  to  time. 

The  heavy  "no  reply"  to  several  questions  prohahly  indicates  lack  of  experience 
uncertainty,  no  opinion,  haste,  and  perhaps  some  weak  phase  of  the  survey. 

Unquestionahly,  the  State  Extension  editor  is  a  key  to  successful  operation  of 
the  TET  transcription  service. 

BECOI#IHlKD^TIQj}TS  .  . 

1,  Sent  out  more  regionalized  platters. 

2.  Develop  more  fully  the  scientific  research  series. 

3-     Survey  the  Extension  editors  for  frank  suggestions  on  topics  and. methods 
of  handling,  and  check  on  their  efforts  to  localize  at  the  State  level  or  to. 
get  agents  ar  stations  to  localize. 

h.     Get  more  topics  for  screening. 

5.  Prepare  scripts  farther  ahead  so  that  platters  will  he  received  a  little 
ahead  of  their  seasonal  need.     (This  is  specially  for  the  "benefit  of  the  T7est.) 

6.  Tromote  more  localized  follow-up  or  local  tie-up;  and  more  contact  "between 
editors  and  stations  and  agents. 

7.  Use  mostly  the  two-way  conversational  style  on  platters  up  to  seven  or 
eight  minutes  in  length.  T7hen  using  dramatic  styles,  make  platters  a  full 
program  of  I3  minutes. 

S.    Hold  campaign  topics  and  one-man  talks  to  three  or  four  minutes,  "but  not 
more  than  five  minutes.    There  are  tines,  of  course,  when  this  can't  easily 
"be  done. 

9.-    Trying  to  standardize  all  topics  to  one  length  does  not  appear  worthwhile. 

10,  Lay  out  a  plan  for  including -homemakers '  information  in  the  TFT  series  as  ; 
trial  "balloon  for  a  possihle  T  Home  T  series. 

11,  Continue  the  "cold"  opening.  • 

12,  By  all  means,  continue  the  Timely  Farm  Topics  transcription  service. 


'I  fl  /'  'I  I  ll  ■■  ILJL 


